DYNASTIES  AND   STOCKS

mutual support of Austria and Prussia was a youthful dream,
resulting from the after effects of the war of liberation
and the notions of schools, and had convinced myself that
the Austria with which I had until then reckoned did not
exist for Prussia, I acquired the conviction that on the
basis of the authority of the Federal Diet it would not be
possible even to recover for Prussia that position which
she had held in the Bund before the events of March, to
say nothing of such a reform of the federal constitution as
might have afforded the German people a prospect of the
realisation of their pretension to a position recognised by
international law as one of the great European nations.

I remember a crisis in my views which occurred in
Frankfort when Prince Schwartzenberg's dispatch of De^
cember 7, 1850, till then unknown to me, first came under
my eyes. In this he represents the results of Olmiitz as
if it had depended upon him to ' humiliate' Prussia or
magnanimously to pardon her. The Mecklenburg envoy,
Herr von Oertzen, my honourable Conservative confi-
dant and colleague in dualist policy, with whom I dis-
cussed the dispatch, attempted to salve my wounded
Prussian feelings. Notwithstanding the poor show, so
humiliating to those feelings, which we had made at Olmiitz
and Dresden, I had come to Frankfort well disposed
towards Austria. The insight into Schwartzenberg's pol-
icy of avilir puis ddmolir, which I there obtained by docu-
mentary evidence, dispelled my youthful illusions. The
Gordian knot of German circumstance was not to be untied
by the gentle methods of dual policy, could only be cut by
the sword: it came to this, that the King of Prussia, con-
scious or unconscious, and with him the Prussian army,
must be gained for the national cause, whether from the
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